A case of familial adenomatous polyposis complicated by thyroid carcinoma, carcinoma of the ampulla of vater and adrenocortical adenoma.
A 63 year old female with familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) complicated by carcinoma of the thyroid and ampulla of Vater and a nonfunctioning adrenocortical adenoma is reported herein. We reviewed 23 cases of duodenal or periampullary carcinoma, 10 cases of thyroid carcinoma and 4 cases of adrenal neoplasm presented in the Japanese literature. From studying these cases, we identified that FAP patients had a high risk of developing periampullary carcinoma and consequently, it is very important to periodically examine the ampulla of Vater. Thyroid carcinomas in patients with FAP were well differentiated carcinomas and occurred earlier than in the general population. The use of medical imaging equipment with mean that insidious abdominal tumors in cases of FAP will be detected more frequently in the future and as patients with FAP have a high risk of developing malignancies, surgery should be indicated for incidentally found adrenal tumors.